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To:  Priests and Deacons 
From: Rev. Donald P. Oleksiak 
Date: 7 April 2020 
Re: update on a variety of things 

Greetings on Holy Tuesday,  
I held a video conference with the members of the College of Consultors earlier today to discuss several 
items relative to ministry and parish life.  The following is a summary of my decision on these topics 
that may be helpful for you in preparing and planning for the future. Of course, this is all contingent that 
the coronavirus is contained and we are given permission to gather for public events.   

1. Ordinations:  I will be rescheduling the permanent deacon, transitional deacon and priesthood 
ordinations for some time in the fall depending on availability of the Cathedral calendar.  Please 
note that permanent and transitional deacon ordination will take place at the same ceremony due 
to the limited schedule available in the Cathedral.  Dates will be published once they are secured 
in the Cathedral schedule 

2. Weddings:  It is recommended that you reschedule weddings according to your own parish 
schedule. Please note that if the couple does not want to reschedule, you will need to adhere to 
the government limitation on the number of people in attendance and exercising social 
distancing. Please convey this to your couples.  Remember that weddings need to be celebrated 
in a Church.  No permission will be given for outdoor weddings in parks, backyards or other 
secular places. 

3. RCIA:  Each parish should celebrate the Rite of Christian Initiation at a convenient time in your 
parish community when we are able to gather in public in larger numbers.   

4. First Communions: Due to the ongoing restrictions regarding mass gatherings, all first 
communion dates scheduled in April and May should be postponed. You are asked to 
reschedule First Communion in the fall when we hopefully are able to gather again in large 
public gatherings.   



5. Confirmations: All Confirmations scheduled for April and May need to be rescheduled 
for a later date. Please choose a date in the fall to reschedule.  The pastor can preside at the 
rescheduled event, or if you had Bishop Amos, Bishop Gries or Abbot Hoover as the 
presider you are free to contact them to find an alternative date.  Once a rescheduled 
confirmation date is chosen, please contact Ann Marie Perkins via email or phone to inform 
her of the rescheduled date (aperkins@dioceseofcleveland.org).  We need to know the date 
and number of those confirmed for our annual reports. 

6. Anointing of the Sick/Dying:  Several dioceses are utilizing the younger clergy to assist with 
the anointing of the sick and dying, especially filling in for the more experienced in life, and at 
risk clergy that are advanced in age or dealing with particular health issues.  If you are a younger 
priest in good health and would like to assist, please contact the priests around you to offer your 
services.  N.B. while younger clergy may be healthy you are not invincible, therefore it is 
expected that you will wear gloves and a proper facemask when you are ministering to the sick 
and dying.  Thank you for your generosity and compliance with protecting yourself.   

7. Parking Lot Masses/Drive By Holy Communion: You are reminded that celebrating parking 
lot Masses or distribution of drive by Holy Communion is both a violation of the current stay at 
home order from the governor and considered a public gathering which is also prohibited at this 
time. In addition, it puts you and your people at higher risk of being exposed to the contagion.  
Your cooperation is greatly appreciated. 
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